BACK    TO    NATURE

treasurers and the counsellors and the sheriffs and all
the rulers of provinces had made their habitation,
together with the astrologers and the magicians and
the soothsayers, and he told them, " Here is another
maniac boasting himself to be Nebuchadnezzar, the
King of Kings."

Then the princes and the governors and the captains
and the judges and the treasurers and the counsellors
and the sheriffs and the rulers of provinces, together
with the astrologers and the magicians and the sooth-
sayers, ran with speed to the gate, and when even the
last of them had come up with the rest, they set the
holy maniac in their midst, and he answered them,
saying, " I am Nebuchadnezzar, the King of Kings,
and by this you shall know me. In the crown that
hangs above my bed is an emerald as large as a
crocodile's egg, and on the summit of my sceptre is a
diamond like the morning star for brightness.35

Then all the princes and the governors and the rest

of the royal Court, together with the astrologers and

the other divine attendants upon the will of the gods,

fell upon their faces, crying:   " This is indeed the

King   of Kings!"   And   they   did   obeisance   to

Nebuchadnezzar as he stood naked and shaggy in

their midst.   Also they sent for the players upon

cornets  and  flutes  and  harps  and  sackbuts  and

psalteries and dulcimers and all kinds of music, and,

setting the King in the forefront of the procession, they

escorted him up to the royal palace.   And all the

multitude of Babylon ran together and shouted : cc It

is the King of Kings!   Our King has returned to us

alive!"

And in the royal chambers of the palace the hand-
maidens led him to the marble bath, and they washed
him and poured perfumes upon him, and sheared his
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